
Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery  
Burial Planning Guide 

 

Thank you for your interest in Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery. This document 
intends to serve as a “how-to” guide addressing most of the basic decisions surrounding the 
death of a loved one if you are planning a natural burial at Prairie Creek Conservation 
Cemetery (PCCC).  Our goal is to inform you of the wide array of options you may choose 
from in order to make this process meaningful to both you and your loved ones. Please 
contact us with any additional questions you may have, and we will be happy to discuss 
your personal situation one-on-one at any time. 
 
Cost of Burial at PCCC 
At PCCC, we offer burial services for human and cremated remains. The cost for each 
service is as follows: $2,000 for body burial, and $650 for cremated remains. A free 
permanent brass marker is provided for every burial, and will be hand-stamped to 
memorialize you or your loved one. Please note that our fees are for burial services only, 
and do not include funeral services such as transportation, refrigeration, or burial products 
(i.e. shrouds or caskets). However, we can assist in connecting you with any such resources 
should you need them.  
 
Choosing Between a Funeral Home and a Home Funeral 
Funeral Home:  
The role of a funeral home for burials at our cemetery is to provide assistance with the 
fundamental logistics associated with a death. A funeral home will do all the required 
paperwork, transportation, and any needed refrigeration for you. PCCC does not endorse 
any particular funeral home; however, we can provide a list of the ones we have experience 
with and share feedback from our patrons who have used them. The service fees that 
funeral homes charge can vary significantly, so it is a good idea to call a few to compare 
quotes for their most basic services. Any funeral home can provide the services necessary 
for a natural burial. You can use a funeral home local to our area, or choose one from 
anywhere in Florida. Most funeral homes have a territory they service, but are willing to 
travel outside of that area for an additional fee. We will work with any funeral home who 
agrees to follow our natural burial policies.  
 
Home Funeral:  
Some families find it meaningful to retain the possession of their loved one’s body and 
carry out all of the steps of the funeral process themselves. These steps include the 
necessary paper work, transport, and cooling. If you choose to perform a home funeral 
instead of hiring a funeral home, you are responsible for the logistics normally done by a 
funeral home. The Vital Statistics Office guidelines surrounding home funerals are on our 
website (prairiecreekconservationcemetery.org/faq-home-funeral/), and we are happy to 
discuss this option further with you.  In Alachua County there is a small citizens’ group 
called “Final Friends” whose mission is to assist those interested in caring for their own 
dead.  You can find them online at www.finalfriends.org or reach them by phone at (352)-
374-4478. Here are some basic factors to consider:  



 The choice of caring for your own dead requires early and careful planning.   
 PCCC does not provide funeral services but can connect you with the necessary 

resources. 
 It is best to communicate ahead of time with any facilities (hospitals, nursing homes, 

medical examiner, Vital Statistics Office etc.) about your plans in order to ensure 
their cooperation. 

 Some funeral homes may be willing to assist with a home funeral and provide 
services you would prefer they handle. If you will require the use of a funeral home 
at some point in your process, you should determine in advance which ones are 
willing to work with you.  
 

Prepayment Options  
Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery cannot take payment before death, but you do have a 
number of ways to guarantee that your burial preferences are met. The first way is to 
complete one of our Burial Preference forms, have it witnessed, and make sure a 
responsible party has a copy. This document is primarily a planning tool for you and your 
loved ones to use in articulating your preferences, but when we receive a completed copy 
of the form we treat it as a general reservation or space taken in the cemetery. You can 
download this form from our website (prairiecreekconservationcemetery.org/planning-
for-the-future), pick up a copy at our office, or we can mail/email you a copy upon request. 
 
As a service to you, some funeral homes may include our burial costs at PCCC as a part of a 
prepayment-package with their services. If this is something you are interested in, please 
let us know and we can discuss in greater detail how this might work for you. Should you 
make a prepayment arrangement with a funeral home for burial at PCCC, you must 
complete a Burial Preference form to reserve a space.  
 
Choosing a Burial Site  
As a nonprofit and community cemetery, we cannot sell any items, products, or grave 
spaces before a death has occurred Specific site selection at Prairie Creek Conservation 
Cemetery is only available to hospice patients, those planning a burial for a deceased loved 
one, and those with a spouse/partner or minor child buried in the cemetery. You may also 
take a tour of PCCC at any time and notate on your Burial Preference form which of our 
burial areas [meadows (bright sun), or hammock/forest (mixed sun)] you would like to be 
buried in, given availability at time of death.  
 
Choosing a Burial Container 
Burial containers must be biodegradable, but can be constructed by you, family members, 
or another source. Funeral homes and online providers are convenient sources for 
biodegradable containers. Some examples of containers appropriate for burial at PCCC are: 

 Shrouds (made from any natural cloth, i.e. cotton, linen, wool) can be as simple as a 
bed sheet, blanket or quilt, or as elaborate as some of the offerings you will find 
online 

 Wicker or woven casket 
 Natural wood casket 



 Cardboard casket – Could be a part of ceremony for all to decorate and memorialize  
 Various container choices available made from recycled, biodegradable materials  

 
Marker Information and PCCC Paperwork 
For each burial at PCCC we provide a customizable, hand-stamped 2” brass disk to mark 
and memorialize the gravesite. To have the marker ready for the burial, the artist requires 
the design at least two days ahead of the burial date, otherwise, the marker will be placed 
on the gravesite after the ceremony. The marker’s design information is included in the 
PCCC paperwork, which takes approximately ten minutes to complete. All required 
paperwork must be completed and payment made in full before the burial occurs. 
 
Involvement and Participation  
Family members and friends are welcome and encouraged to participate in the burial 
process, beginning with gathering to dig the grave by hand. If not done by family and 
friends, this is done by staff and community volunteers. Family and friends are also invited 
to participate in placing and lowering the body, and covering the grave.  Please participate 
in any part of the process that is meaningful to you. The PCCC staff will do as much or as 
little as you would like, but we will always be there to provide any help and/or guidance 
you may need. 
 
What We Provide 
Part of our mission is to ensure that those who choose burial at PCCC have the ceremony of 
their choice, and that all are as comfortable as possible. Therefore, we also provide a 
number of extra benefits at no additional charge. Our Amish-made wood and wrought iron 
burial cart is available for processions to the gravesite. For any and all ceremonies we will 
set up chairs and a table with water. When planning, please let us know how many people 
you expect to attend your memorial and we will attempt to have seating for as many people 
as possible (seating available for up to forty). We can also provide shade tents depending 
on site location and time of year. Though we do not provide an officiant for ceremonies, we 
are happy to help you contact individuals who may be appropriate for your needs. Some 
people find it meaningful to have recorded music or live musicians play during ceremonies, 
and we are happy to provide you names of artists who might be right for you.  


